
 

 
COVER LETTER 
Dear Lower Elementary Community, 
 
Greeting Learning at Home Families, 
 
As we dig into another two weeks of plans for learning at home, we hope you have 
found some big and ongoing work to keep your interest in between new lessons and 
activities. How are your animal studies going? Have you branched out into country 
research, or studies of early humans?  
 
We hope you enjoy the new plans filled with new activities for math and geometry, 
culture, language, music and movement. As February continues to be Black History 
month, it will be highlighted in most areas of the curriculum. Our intention is that it is 
very inspirational! 
 
Thank you all for making a big effort to connect with us for our important count day last 
Wednesday. For the rest of the month of February, we will need to make 2 two-way 
communications a week per the State of Michigan. For these purposes the week will go 
from Wednesday until the next Tuesday. We had some nice chats with some of you last 
Friday over Google Meets. The rest of you will receive an email Monday morning which 
you can respond to by Tuesday evening. This process will restart again on Wednesday 
and go through the end of the month. Thank you so much for your cooperation and 
assistance on this matter.  
 
Working together, 
 
Megan, Rebekah, Deb, Arden, and Lisa 
Lower Elementary Guides 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Math and Geometry 
 

● Daily Math Practice - Khan Academy: Please use our class code so that we are 
able to monitor your progress and practice. 
 

● Math Facts - For the last two weeks we’ve been practicing math facts in 
everyday activities like setting the table and taking a walk in the neighborhood. 
Continue to see the numbers all around you and to link these to your child’s 
everyday experiences.  
 
Here are some more ways to spark experiences with math facts, through art and 
games. Both of these activities can be applied to the operations of addition, 
subtraction, multiplication, or division. 
 
Flowering Facts 
Draw a circle and place one number between 1 and 12 in the center. Draw 12 
petals around the circle and label each petal with a number from 1 to 12. Another 
layer of petals extends from there with the sum, difference, product or dividend 
(just depending if the equation is an addition, subtraction, multiplication, or 
division). The child can make 12 flowers for each number in the series. The 
beautiful drawing can be used to help the child memorize the facts through 
repetition and as a reference while memorizing. When memorizing the 
multiplication facts, the products can be repeated in order. With the example 
below the child can start to memorize the product order of 7, 14, 21, etc. This 
technique can be done in parallel while learning the straight fact. The more 
angles and experiences your child has with the number combinations, the faster, 
easier, and more successful the memorization process will be. 

 
 

 



 

War Playing Cards 
This game is fun to play with another person. It is similar to the traditional card 
game of War, but instead of each player flipping over just one card in a round, 
both players flip over 2 cards. The players decide beforehand if they will be 
adding or multiplying their two cards together. The player with the higher sum 
(addition) or product (multiplication) wins the round. 

 
 

 
● Dynamic Addition: Continue to practice dynamic (long) addition using the digital 

large bead frame link here. 
 
If your child has the hang of this and would like another way to continue to 
deepen and strengthen their dynamic addition skills, here is another strategy. 
This work continues to provide a concrete element to the algorithmic process 
while being a bit more abstract than the large bead frame. Each of these 
exercises have the same teaching point in mind, but give it a different term. It is 
the idea of exchanging, which is also known as, carrying, or re-grouping.  
Easy Strategies for Adding and Subtracting Larger Numbers 
 
This model by Scholastic shares the Montessori symbol of the unit being a point, 
tens being a line, and hundreds being a square. This representation supports the 

 

https://montessoritools.org/large-bead-frame
https://www.scholastic.com/parents/school-success/learning-toolkit-blog/easy-strategies-adding-and-subtracting-larger-numbers.html


 

work the child in Montessori has seen with the Golden Bead material (bead, bead 
bar, bead square). 
 

 
 
 
 

● Geometry - Angles 
 
Children can continue to practice the name of different angles using their own 
angle device. This can be made by securing two strips of color paper with a brad 
fastener on one end. The strips can be rotated to different size angles. Here is a 
handmade device below along with the names of the different angles. 

 

 



 

 

 
(There is one angle missing in the chart above. Can you find it? See answer below.*) 
 
 

 



 

Finding Angles in Architecture 
Use a colored pencil and a ruler (for making a straight line) to find as many of these 
angles as you can in these photos of architectural buildings: 
(example) 

 
 
Building by Zaha Hadid 

 

 



 

Building by Bjarke Ingels 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Parthenon in Athens, Greece 

 
 
*Answer - The missing angle in the chart further above is the acute angle. This is an 
angle that is less than the right angle.  

 
 
  

 



 

Science and Culture 
 

● Story of our Alphabet - 
Last time we explored different alphabets in history and in our current culture. We 
can also look at alphabets in specific industries. Here are some examples that 
you can recreate and make your own messages using these codes. What does 
your name look like in nautical flags? In Semaphore? In Morse Code?: 
 
Nautical Flags 

 
 
  

 



 

Semaphore 

 
 
Morse Code 

 
 

 
● Science Experiment - Air Pressure 

In class we are learning about the work of air. Here is an experiment you can try 
at home that shows the work of air pressure. 

 



 

 
● Black History month - Brave Like Ruby! Here is the link to the story of Ruby 

Bridges: The Story of Ruby Bridges. We are all brave and in some way because 
those who came before us have shown us how. How have you been brave? 
Please write about it and post a picture on the Birch Google Classroom.  

● Ruby Bridges is alive and well at 66 years of age running the Ruby Bridges 
foundation in New Orleans. You can write her a letter at: 3737 Lake Michel Ct, 
Gretna, LA 70056 

● Here is a link to a PBS site to help talk with your children about Social Justice 
and the legacy of Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
https://www.pbssocal.org/education/at-home-learning/seven-ways-honor-dr-marti
n-luther-king-jr-s-legacy-children/?fbclid=IwAR3fT6mpmMdivXJa731y-TZCeJms8
-NYME1ixcaOtWNlCyVXtQep-uZzb2s  
 

● Encyclopedia Britannica- This is an amazing resource for science and culture 
for inspiration on research projects. Leelanau Montessori has a subscription for 
you to enjoy! Login with the following: 

User ID: leelanau  
PW: school 

 

https://lrobisonnet.weebly.com/uploads/2/1/3/0/21304206/the_story_of_ruby_bridges_-_a4_-_robert_coles.pdf
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/martin-luther-king-jr/
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/martin-luther-king-jr/
http://www.pbs.org/black-culture/explore/martin-luther-king-jr/
https://packs.eb.com/science


 

● Science | Britannica LaunchPacks 
● https://packs.eb.com/science 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

https://packs.eb.com/science
https://packs.eb.com/science


 

Language Arts 
● Poetry  

Picture Poem 
-Find a picture that is meaningful to you 
-Make a list of 10 nouns, concrete and abstract that you see and think about 
when looking at the picture 
-Use an adjective to describe each noun 
-Use a verb to explain what each noun is doing. Use a thesaurus to find synonym 
words that are overused 
 
See the example poem below, inspired by the painting Starry Night by Vincent 
VanGogh: 

 
 
Starry Night 
Colorful swirls moving 
Round moon glowing 
Sharp steeple pointing 
Shy stars twinkling 
Short houses sleeping 
Fierce brush standing 
Pin lights shining 
Strong brush strokes dominating 
Vibrant peace blanketing 
Happy color stunning 
 

 

 



 

● Fun with Adverbs:The symbol of the verb is the large red sphere that is like the 
sun. The adverb is the smaller orange sphere. The word “adverb” means “close 
to the verb”. The adverb modifies or describes the verb. Use the verb “Walk”. 
How will you walk? Fast, slow, still, loose, proud? Use the verb “Speak”. How will 
you speak? Loud, soft, fast, slow?Try the verb “write”. How will you write? Large? 
Small? Straight? Loopy? 

● Prepare sentences containing the adverb. Then read the sentence, 
perform the action, place the symbols and record in their notebooks. See 
last week’s plans for information on grammar symbols if needed.  

● Record all the “ways” to walk, using adverbs, in their notebooks. 
● Create a booklet or poster using phrases, symbols, and pictures. 

 
● Creative writing - Have you read “The True Story of the Three Little Pigs”, by 

Joh Sciezska? Here is a link to the PDF version: 
https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/610716/The_True_Story_of_the_Three
_Little_Pigs1.pdf Can you imagine how other fairy tales could be told from the 
point of view of another character? One of our in person learners wrote the story 
of “Little Red Riding Hood” from the side of the wolf. Another told the story of 
“The Three Billy Goats Gruff” from the point of view of the troll. Here is a link to a 
website with many fairy tales from The Brothers Grimm and their stories: 
https://www.worldoftales.com/fairy_tales.html#gsc.tab=0  

 
 
  

 

https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/610716/The_True_Story_of_the_Three_Little_Pigs1.pdf
https://www.sps186.org/downloads/basic/610716/The_True_Story_of_the_Three_Little_Pigs1.pdf
https://www.worldoftales.com/fairy_tales.html#gsc.tab=0


 

Movement, Music, Enrichment 
● Music - Opera 

 
 
 
Children should be familiar with a variety of musical genres, including opera. 
Here is an interview with the opera star, Angel Blue, who speaks with children 
about her training and life. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95RLviccrQc 
 
Here is Angel singing “SummerTime” from “Porgy and Bess”. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZupDr5M5Ac 

 
● Stepping - Learn about the art of stepping. Stepping is a form of dancing in 

which the body itself is used to create unique rhythms and sounds. Visit the 
website StepAfrika: https://www.stepafrika.org/about/ to learn about its history 
and see a heart pumping performance by this amazing dance company.  
 
 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=95RLviccrQc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rZupDr5M5Ac
https://www.stepafrika.org/about/

