
COVER LETTER
Dear Lower Elementary Community,

Wow! The end of the year is fast approaching and time is really flying! There will be only
four more weeks of Learning at Home plans before we wrap things up. After these
plans, the next, and final, set of plans will come out on May 24th.

For those of you who are participating in Google Meetings with Megan, we will have met
Friday, May 7th, but not again until May 28th. The last meeting day will be Friday June
4th. On May 14th Megan will be with the Birch children at Camp Leelanau Outdoor
Center, and on May 21st at the Bike Outing. You and your child are invited to the bike
outing event. More information about the Bike Outing will be coming soon. The rain date
for it is the following Friday, May 28th.

Our in-person learners have begun to study the work of water. We have a wonderful
resource right here on campus with the creek running through our property! You are
invited anytime to the creek in order to enhance your own study of water.

Happy Puddle Jumping,

Megan, Rebekah, Deb, Arden, and Lisa
Lower Elementary Guides



Culminating Portfolios

As an end of the year project, to showcare all the great work you have done, projects
you have created and progress you have shown, start planning a portfolio.

Assembling a Portfolio

Many Montessori students report that later in life, they really enjoy looking through the
work that they did when they were young. Looking at work from year to year is a great
way to celebrate a child’s progress. With a little bit of effort, a portfolio of a child’s
Montessori work becomes a time capsule they can treasure forever.

What work have you done this year that you are proud of? Think about works from each
area of the curriculum. What research projects, creative writing, math works, nature
journal entries, and art projects would you like to include? Start to compile them. We
can discuss them in Google Meetings or through email in the next couple of weeks.



Math and Geometry

● Daily Math Practice - Khan Academy: Please use our class code so that we are
able to monitor your progress and practice.

● Long Addition
Bead Frame
Here is a link to a digital large bead frame which you can use for these addition
problems below. Large Bead Frame

https://montessoritools.org/large-bead-frame


Stamp Game

Use this digital Stamp Game to solve these addition problems below.
(See LAH lesson plan from 04/12 & 04/19 for instructions on the use of this
equipment).
https://montessori.tools/stamp-game

https://montessori.tools/stamp-game


General Knowledge
We have been learning and exploring a lot of topics all school year and it is fun to
combine activities into a Mix Bag. Here are activities which you can do from the different
areas of the elementary curriculum. Choose one of our notebooks to record your
answers.



Language

Sentence Analysis
We’ve been doing a lot of work related to the parts of speech, such as nouns, verbs,
articles, and adjectives. Of course these words do not usually live all by themselves.
They are often found amongst other words, such as, “The dog ran”. We know in this
sentence we have an action, “ran”, which is a verb. We also have a thing, “dog”, which
is the noun. We also have a word that introduces us that there is a noun present, which
is the word “the”, which is an article. Not only do these individual words have a certain
function and name, but they also have a function and name within the sentence.

All sentences have a predicate and a subject. The predicate tells us what is happening
(or the action), and the subject tells whom or what is doing the action. This is a lot to
explain but is easily seen when using this great Sentence Analysis tool.

Watch this video on how to use this material. You can make up your own simple
sentences and try them out on this Sentence Analysis tool. Remember, a sentence is a
single thought that has at minimum a subject (noun) and predicate (verb).

Sentence Analysis Lesson

Journaling
Journaling is a way to think about what you think! This is done by expressing yourself
on paper. This is usually through writing but it can also be with drawing. Sometimes
journaling is about tracking your day, other times it is thinking about the past, and other
times about your future. The options are endless!

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpH4O2Ui-OU


Find a place in your Language Book to start journaling for a few days during these next
two weeks. Here are some journal entry starters for you to choose from:

-Do you believe wishes come true?
-What is the favorite area of your room? Why do you like that area?
-What is the first thing you do each day?
-Write a story about a magical tree.
-Imagine your life as an adult. What would you do each day?
-If you have a pet, write a story about what your pet is thinking throughout the day.
-How do you like to finish the day? Describe your goodnight routine.
-Where have you traveled that you really liked. Describe your travel to someone that
has never been there.



Science and Culture

● Encyclopedia Britannica- This is an amazing resource for science and culture
for inspiration on research projects. Leelanau Montessori has a subscription for
you to enjoy! Login with the following:

User ID: leelanau
PW: school

Science | Britannica LaunchPacks
https://packs.eb.com/science

Geography
The Work of Water - The River

Students are now studying the power and effects of water on the physical geography of
the earth. To start we have made a river model and learned about water’s very
important role of carving the earth, carrying the debris along in its flow, and then
depositing debris to other parts of the earth. This theme of, “carving, carrying, and
depositing”, was repeated and highlighted as we ran the water down the river model
and watched the sand and rocks being carved, carried and deposited.

See the river model here.

https://packs.eb.com/science
https://packs.eb.com/science
https://packs.eb.com/science


Observation Activity: Find a river or stream that you can observe. Bring your culture or
language book with you so you can draw and write what you see. Notice which direction
the river is flowing. Does the water pick up debris? What do you see the water carrying?
What do you see the water dropping, or depositing? Follow the river. Are there bends in
the river? What is the obstacle the river is going around in the bend? Where does the
river lead? Where does it end?

Parts of the River:
Here is a video of a lesson of the parts of the river:
The Parts of a River
Find a book about rivers and study what is interesting to you. You can learn the different
parts of the river and draw what you know.
See below for an example:

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VbqmkDTEeCU


Civilization Study
There are several studies happening in class right now related to ancient civilizations.
The Egyptians, Vikings, Romans, and Greeks are all civilizations that have been studied
by students in the past few weeks. Find books from your home library or the public
library where you can learn about ancient civilizations. Choose one civilization that is
most interesting to you. Collect information about the civilization. These are some topics
you can research about the civilization:
-Nourishment

What did the people eat?
-Protection

What did the people wear?
How did they defend themselves?

-Shelter
Where did they live?
What did their homes and buildings look like?

-Customs and Spirituality
What did they celebrate?
Which god or gods did they believe in?

-Transportation
How did they get around, or travel long distances?

Here are some examples of work done by children related to ancient civilization studies.
Use this as inspiration for your own study:



A book on the Ancient Greek Temples:

Another book on the Ancient Greeks:



A recipe book on how to make Greek Salad:

A recipe book on how to make baklava. The students made these recipes and
shared the treats with classmates. You can also get the ingredients, make the
recipe, and share with your family:





A Reader’s Theater Puppet Show on some of the Ancient Greek Gods.
In this photo you can see Medusa with the snakes in her hair on the far left:

Ancient Greek temples built out of clay:



Ancient Greek Fact sheet made in the shape of a Greek Temple:



Movement, Music, Enrichment

Art - Batik

In the Birch classroom are four beautiful cloth paintings that represent parts of the Story
of the Universe. The technique used for these paintings is Batik. Batik is a visual art
form originating in Indonesia where cloth is used as the canvas.

The traditional technique uses wax to block colorful dye from penetrating certain parts of
the fabric. This leaves a very colorful image, with strategically placed white (non-dyed)
parts of the cloth. The version we have done in class uses glue in place of wax. Follow
this video tutorial on how to make this beautiful and colorful artwork.
Batik tutorial

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=QHWNa9cbK5Y



