
Dear fellow Learners,

What a celebration of Earth week!  I was touched by the  many inspiring young people who are
helping communities both far and near.  There is so much momentum.  Though I know some
people are struggling, I hope that you and your family are well.  I am excited about the offerings
we have for the end of the school year.  What are you excited about?  How are you staying with
your work and routines including exploring the world around you?  I bet that there is lots of
projects, book making, reading, addition and subtraction using word stories and observing the
natural world around you.

Some housekeeping items are as follows:
April 26, May 10, May 24- LAH lessons posted on website.
April 28, May 5, 12, 19 & 26- Weekly conferences. Our zoom room link was shared in an email
invite to your address.
Every Friday- a summary of your week’s work is due to wilsona@leelanaumontessori.org

Have a great week!

Arden Wilson

mailto:wilsona@leelanaumontessori.org


PRACTICAL LIFE

Practical life: View the BINGO board and keep track of your interesting activities.

Bow tying trick!
If your child is frustrated by learning to tie shoes, check out this video: there is an easier way
than making the bunny ears.

Cloth Washing Lesson
As the tune goes, “This is the way we wash the socks, wash the socks, wash the socks…” You
will need a bucket, basin, large bowl, large towel, liquid soap, socks or clothes, and pitcher
(access to water).
Set your large towel horizontally and place from left to right: clothes, pitcher, basin, liquid soap,
bowl, bucket.
Get pitcher and add water to basin.
Add a bit of liquid soap and invite the child to make bubbles. Begin by washing one cloth at a
time: wet cloth, scrub, squeeze, scrub, and squeeze again. Set soapy cloth on bowl to be rinsed
at the end. (If you have two basins you can skip this step). Repeat with all clothes.
Pour soapy water out either into the bucket or directly into the sink.
Fill the basin with clean water and begin to rinse one cloth at a time: rinse, squeeze, rinse, and
squeeze. Repeat with all socks, placing all clean socks in the bowl.
Pour water out either into the bucket or directly into the sink.
Hang all socks to dry.
Dry all used supplies and put away for tomorrow’s laundry

Sewing- Making a Hand Sewn Felt Pouch

Materials Needed:
● 16 by 7 inch piece of felt (You could go bigger or smaller based on the size pouch you

want.)
● Embroidery needle and floss (when comparing embroidery needles, there are large

wider needles and skinnier styles, be sure to go for the skinnier style, the larger one will
be more difficult to push through the felt.

● Chalk or fabric marker
● 2-3 Safety pins
● Optional small scrap pieces of felt for embellishment
● Optional button or small square of velcro if you want to ad a fastener

Instructions:
Cut your felt int a 16 by 7 inch piece.

Fold one end of the felt up to make a pocket.  Pin the pocket in place with safety pins.

https://youtu.be/5b0PiWo5rC4


For a smaller child you may want to mark the sewing spots with a fabric marker or chalk.

Cut +/- 85 inch piece of embroidery floss and thread your needle.

Make the first stitch and tie of the end with a secure knot.

Sew along line or edge with a running or blanket stitch.

We cut some small flowers and circles and just tacked them on with the embroidery floss to
dress up one of our pouches. You can also use glue or other embellishments.

As a closure, I sew on a button and used a sharp pair of scissors and cut a small slit as a button
hole through the top flap and flower embellishment.

https://www.scatteredthoughtsofacraftymom.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/02/DSC_4742-copy.jpg


SENSORIAL/MATH

The Ultimate 3D Memory Game
You will need 5 - 10 objects, a partner, and an open space.
Pick 3 of your objects, name them as you set them down, and invite your child to close their
eyes while you remove one object.
Ask your child, “Can you remember the object missing?” To increase difficulty add more objects.
Return the favor – you close your eyes and try to remember.

Magna Tiles extension
If you have them, use your MagnaTiles to make a cube, square, pyramid, tetrahedron,
rectangular prism, and a triangular prism. A child who writes could make labels for them.

Kinesthetic Sand:
Make your own moldable, squishable, kinetic sand for sensory play. You can make it in advance
OR better yet, have your child help. You will need: 1 cup of play or craft sand; 2 teaspoons dish
soap; two tablespoons cornstarch; and ½ cup school glue (white or clear).
Combine play sand, dish soap, and cornstarch in your chosen container and stir until all
ingredients are mixed well.
Add the glue a little at a time, stirring well after each addition.
Once all the ingredients are mixed, put the spoon aside and knead with your hands to finish the
process.
Add hands, scoops, spoons, cups, or cookie cutters and let your child’s imagination lead the
way.
Store in a covered container; this should keep well for several weeks.

Ask your 5 year old child to show you how they:
● Can count to 100 by ones and tens
● Write numbers 1-100
● Add numbers to 10
● Subtract numbers to 5
● Use the 5 and 10 square chain material to skip count
● Recognizes numbers to 100

Subtractions Squish
Subtraction Squish is a hands-on, math activity that incorporates sensory play. Use a long piece
of masking tape on a flat surface to create a number line through 18 (or lower/higher). Grab
some play dough and make that many balls.
Here’s our example: 14 - 8 = 6. Begin by placing 14 balls under a corresponding number on
your line (you started with; the minuend). Squish 8 balls with your finger (take away; the
subtrahend). Look at the remaining un-flattened spheres to find 6 not squished (left over; the
difference).



You can either ask subtraction problems aloud, or write them down on some index cards for
independent work. Reconfigure the balls and repeat.

Number stories using the 10 frame
Here are some kindergarten level number stories, adapt them to your child’s level.

Count to 100 by 2’s orally while you are in the car or working outdoors.

https://drive.google.com/file/d/15SdxPp_vYobcL8Cm7t-_zDBqjskPCGC9/view?usp=sharing


LANGUAGE

KINDERGARTEN LANGUAGE LESSONS AND I CAN STATEMENTS:
I can say and find the beginning, middle and end sound in words.
I can write a letter for most consonant and vowel sounds.
I can use what I know about letter sounds to write simple words.
I can write a sentence using capitals, spaces and punctuation.
I can name opposites.
I can generate rhyming pairs or word lists.
I can read words using what I know about letters.
I can read common sight words. The LMPSA sight word list is here.
I can draw or write to share my thinking and ideas.
I can write about a topic.

LETTER SOUND BOOK
Say the sound of all letters and add to a book of your letter sounds as you master them.

Here’s a tactile way to practice writing letters and reviewing their sounds. Prepare a tray
with sand. Trace a letter using the index finger while saying its sound. Continue with
more.

COMPOUND WORD GAME
Play a game with your child to help them recognize that compound words are made up
of two words put together. For example, write “tooth” on one strip of paper and “paste”
on another. Have your child read each label and then put them together to reveal
“toothpaste.” Continue with words like hairbrush, flashlight, skateboard, shoelace, and
lipstick.

JOURNALING- Offer a simple homemade journal using a few pieces of paper, a stapled
binding and a cover.  Your child can make daily records or write anything that is of
interest to them within its pages.  For a younger child, they can dictate what they want
you to write and then do the illustrations for themselves.

Use the Movable Alphabet-read the purpose below. Homemade DIY alphabets can
be made with tiles, rocks or ordering a set online.



Many children are ready to build words- knowing many of the  letters and the associated
sounds- well before their hand is prepared to physically form all of the letters in a word. Rather
than slow down the process of writing, we offer the child a Moveable Alphabet: a box of letters
that can be placed on a rug to make the desired word. A child can then write by:

1. Thinking of the word
2. Identifying the sounds in the word
3. Finding the letters that make these sounds in the box
4. Placing these letter sounds together on the rug to make the word.

The Moveable Alphabet allows the child to write WITHOUT the added difficulty of also
having to hold a pencil and form the letters.

Sight Word Bring Me Game
Write sight words on cards. This is a list that the school uses for mastery. Ask your child to
choose three cards.  Place the cards on a table and read them as you set them in place.  Ask
your child to point to each. For example, when you say, point to ‘the”, they will show you the
corresponding card.  Next, place the cards on a surface a short distance away, then ask your
child to bring you “the”,” and”,” is”, etc. Use only three sight word cards at a time but work
through new cards as your child is able.



SCIENCE AND CULTURE

Parts of a Flower

Parts of a flower coloring
Parts of a Flower control chart

Who doesn’t love designs à la Matisse?

Gather some paper of varied colors, some blank white paper, and glue. Tear the paper into
different shapes of various sizes. Apply glue to the backs of torn shapes. Glue onto white paper
in any pattern.

Explore the continents in a new way with these free Children of the World Cards. They feature
beautiful photographs of children from around the world to learn about the cultures of different
regions. In the classroom, some of the youngest students are curious about why there are no
pictures from Antarctica

https://drive.google.com/file/d/1dynWBwxTSlZXx1DZwg-LU8eUxWy66e3O/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1LQjz2S64cG7Fwzwo3jrl7s9m0QmKlqCt/view?usp=sharing


MOVEMENT AND MUSIC

Charades
Charades is a fun game to play! Make categories of animals: jungle, farm, safari, sea,
etc. Use pictures, draw on pieces of paper or write their names. Pick 1 and act it out.
Guess what it is. Take turns.

Exercise Routine
Come up with an exercise plan to do with your child, make it part of the routine, and if
possible, have it happen at the same time each day. Recess is usually at noon here at
school.  Draw pictures or print sentences describing each exercise and allow your child
to put them in the order of their choice.

Combine exercise with counting practice. Jump rope or jump over a rock and count.
When your child misses, have them start over trying to do more. Write down (or have
your child write down) the total each attempt. Add them up to see how many times they
can jump in a certain amount of time. Challenge each other.


