
COVER LETTER
Dear Lower Elementary Community,

We hope you have been enjoying our wonderful spring, but summer-like weather. This
is simply prepping up for the summer we have in store.

Speaking of summer, these are our last plans of the school year. Thank you so much for
sticking with us these many weeks and months as we found our way together through
this very strange year. We look forward to keeping in touch these next couple of weeks
in order to see your portfolios and other ending projects.

Megan, Rebekah, Deb, Arden, and Lisa
Lower Elementary Guides



Culminating Portfolios

As an end of the year project, to showcare all the great work you have done, projects
you have created and progress you have shown, start planning a portfolio.

Assembling a Portfolio

Many Montessori students report that later in life, they really enjoy looking through the
work that they did when they were young. Looking at work from year to year is a great
way to celebrate a child’s progress. With a little bit of effort, a portfolio of a child’s
Montessori work becomes a time capsule they can treasure forever.

What work have you done this year that you are proud of? Think about works from each
area of the curriculum. What research projects, creative writing, math works, nature
journal entries, and art projects would you like to include? Start to compile them. We
can discuss them in Google Meetings or through email in the next couple of weeks.



Math and Geometry

● Daily Math Practice - Khan Academy: Please use our class code so that we are
able to monitor your progress and practice.

● Math Application
We’ve been working all year on the operations of addition and subtraction. We’ve
seen these operations in static and dynamic formats (long and short). Here we
will continue to practice addition and subtraction operations using a word format.
These more resemble the use of operations in application to situations in life.

Set a goal for yourself to do a certain number of these story problems each day
over these next three weeks.

Use your math book to write the story, using your best handwriting, and then
solve the problem using addition or subtraction.























Money
Familiarize yourself with the different types of US coins. You can even take out real
coins, make groupings and count and discover the value of the groupings you make.

After knowing the value of each coin, use these cards to solve the total value. Here’s an
example:

These are 4 dimes. These dimes are worth 10 cents each. So, the total value is 40
cents.





Language

Sentence Analysis
We have been working at finding the subject and predicate in sentences. The subject is
what the sentence is about and the predicate is what is happening to the subject. For
example, in the sentence, ‘The groundhog burrows’, the subject is ‘groundhog’ and the
predicate is ‘burrows’. Of course sentences usually have more information than this and
this is where the Direct Object comes in!

Let’s analyze this sentence:
The groundhog burrows under the ground.

First, find the predicate…
...burrows under the ground

Who is it that burrows? (subject)
The groundhog

What does the groundhog burrow? (direct object)
...under the ground

Finish these sentences and write them into your Language Book. Then use a colored
pencil to symbolize the sentence with the subject, predicate (verb), and direct object.

1. _____ sings “Happy Birthday” beautifully.

2. Megan ate a _______.



3. My dog ________ loudly.

4. The tornado ________ destructively.

5. The ________ fed its babies.
This video, from last week, gives a lesson on using the sentence analysis material.
Sentence Analysis Lesson

Journaling
How has your journaling been going? As we finish the school year, it is a good time to
reflect on all the things you have done. Choose 3 to 4 of these journal entry starters to
do over the next three weeks.

-What was one of my favorite school works I did this year?
-Who was a big help for me in school this year?
-How do I feel about starting school next year? What will be the same? What will be
different?
-What can I teach someone else over the summer?
-What am I good at and want to do more of next year?
-What do I find difficult and need to keep practicing?
-How do I work best? What space do I work best in? What materials help me with my
work?
-What do people say about me that makes me happy?
-If I were my teacher what advice would I give myself?

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HpH4O2Ui-OU


Science and Culture

● Encyclopedia Britannica- This is an amazing resource for science and culture
for inspiration on research projects. Leelanau Montessori has a subscription for
you to enjoy! Login with the following:

User ID: leelanau
PW: school

Science | Britannica LaunchPacks
https://packs.eb.com/science

● Geography
Parts and Function of the Fruit

A fruit is a ripened ovary! A few weeks back we studied the parts of the flower. If you
recall, the ovary contains an egg. If the egg is fertilized from pollen then that egg
becomes a seed. In some plants, the ovary of the seed becomes enlarged and is
surrounded by a sweet and juicy flesh. We know this as the fruit of the plant. If you think
about it, each fruit you eat has some type of seed apart of it.
Where are the seeds on these fruits, and how many seeds do they normally have?
-Apple
-Strawberry
-Avocado
-Tomato

Some fruit have many seeds, over 100 like the strawberry, while other fruit only have
one seed, like the apricot. Also the location of the seed can be different for different fruit.
The strawberry carries its seeds on the outside, while the apple has its seeds on the
inside.

Each fruit has three parts which we can see:
-Exocarp - This is the skin of the fruit
-Mesocarp - This is the sweet and juicy flesh inside the fruit
-Endocarp - This is the outside of the seed

Dissection
Find three different types of fruit to dissect. You will need:
-cutting board
-butter knife
-towel

https://packs.eb.com/science
https://packs.eb.com/science
https://packs.eb.com/science


-compost bucket

On the cutting board make one cut through the center of the fruit. The idea is to
see the three parts of the fruit: exocarp, mesocarp, endocarp.

Which of the fruit you dissected has the most seeds?
Why is the mesocarp of the fruit usually sweet and juicy?
How do these seeds travel away from its mother plant to another area for
growing?

Observation and Drawing
Make a drawing of your dissected fruit. Be sure to show the three parts of the
fruit and to label the parts: exocarp, mesocarp, endocarp.



(close up of the tomato drawing)

Note: This drawing also shows the sepal from the flower. The green top of the
tomato and strawberry is left over from the flower of the plant.

After observation, clean up the area by wiping all surfaces, and composting the
fruit sections.



Animal Study
You should continue to have a research project in the works. Research projects are a
main vehicle of learning in the Montessori elementary curriculum. During our last set of
LAH curriculum we shared the categories for civilization studies (nourishment,
protection, shelter, customs/spirituality, transportation, etc.). Animal studies are also a
popular category for elementary work. Here are some categories to consider when
studying an animal:

Habitat - Where does the animal live in the world (show on a map)? Which type of
terrain does it live? Make a biome or triome model to demonstrate the animal’s habitat.

Nourishment - What does this animal eat? What special characteristics does this
animal have to satisfy its nourishment needs?

Getting Around - How does this animal get around? How are they good at getting
around?

Physical Characteristics - What does this animal look like? What is its actual size
(make a drawing or do a model)? How does their physical body help to protect them in
nature?

Reproduction - Tell about their young. What are they like as a parent? How do they
keep their offspring safe?

Enjoy this student’s study on the Macaw Bird, as an inspiration for your own
animal study work!



Another way to Study Animals
See below information about the relative size of different types of snakes. Using a piece
of long paper, a tape measure, and a pencil, draw the length of each of these snakes.
Label the drawing with the snake type and the average length.

Royal Python



Bloody Python

Jararaca

Green Tree Python



More inspiration for ancient civilization studies
Here are some artifacts which have been created in the Lower Elementary classrooms
lately associated with ancient civilization studies:

Roman Shield



Roman Collesseum

Roman Road



Greek Village

Greek Monastery



Movement, Music, Enrichment

Blind Draw
This is a fun drawing activity.
Two people sit across from each other at a table. They look at each other and keep their
eyes on one another. Without looking down at the paper the two people draw a picture
of each other. The drawing is only for 30-45 seconds. After this short time then the two
people stop their drawing. They can then look at their drawings and share it with the
other person.
The purpose of this exercise is to enjoy the company of another person and to
appreciate the drawings you each made. Of course the drawing will not look like the
other person; this is not the point of the exercise. It will look rather Picasso-ish!


