
 The Book With No Pictures by B.J. Novak Lesson Companion 
I can… 
• Identify and create adverbs, verbs,

nouns and adjectives.
• Make story predictions
• Sort words into unique categories

Assessment for Learning: 
“I can” statement posted for students 
Peers as instructional resources (see enrichment) 
Questioning –How did your group decide to sort your 
words?  Was your prediction a good one?  Why or 
why not?  

Read and Respond 

Reading Writing Connection 
I do:  Model filling out your own copy of   “The 2nd Book with No Pictures”.  Struggling 
readers will hear the book read again and everyone will have a review of  what verbs, nouns, 
etc. are.  Students engagement will increase as you model your ideas and have students 
contribute ideas.  
We do: As a class, fill out the first 2 or 3 pages.  Allow them to use their own ideas and 
do a partner share as they fill in the blanks.  Model how to find out what a “noun” is if  you 
forget. 
You do:  Allow students to complete the remainder of  the book on their own. 

Before  Reading 
Sort and Predict:   
1. Distribute the words, one copy to each team of  3 students (At least 1 strong reader per team).
2. Ask the team to sort the words into 4 categories and name the categories.
3. Ask the team to predict what the story will be about based on the twenty words.  Record on

prediction sheet provided.
4. Share categories as a whole group.  Discuss similarities and differences.  Share story predictions.
During Reading
Cloze activity: Use sticky notes to cover about 4 – 5 words on the first 5 or so pages of  the book.  Show
the students the words that are covered and have them guess what the covered word is.  Once the ideas are
flowing, supply some graphic information (letter or words) to allow students to confirm their predictions.
After Reading
Do a mini-lesson on nouns, verbs and adjectives.  Have each group now sort the words from the “Before
Reading” activity using the categories: nouns, verbs, adjectives and silly words.  Complete the prediction
sheet.

Remediate 
Keep a small group with you 
to continue filling in the 
blanks together.  Provide a 
word bank of  nouns, 
adjectives, verbs and adverbs 
for students to choose from. 

On Level 
Students fill in their books 
using their best “Kid 
Spelling”.  You can provide 
a word bank if necessary. 

Enrich 
Provide early finishers with a 
thesaurus and challenge them to 
replace some of their words with 
words they’ve never used before.  
They could also be given a dictionary 
and could help classmates with finding 
the correct spelling for their words. 

 Expand: Let students loose on www.wordle.com to create word art using adjectives.

(c) angiehanley.  2016.  All rights reserved.

http://www.wordle.com/


blork pictures blurf serious 

taught monkey sing mouth 

blueberry pizza breakfast hippo 

read smartest silly gluurr-ga- 
wocko 

preposterous book bonk ridiculous 



Name _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  

The Book with No Pictures 
 
I  think  that this story will be about _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 
 
 
 
 

W as your prediction a good one?   W hy or why not?  



Word Bank 
Nouns 

 
Pencil 
chair 
Car 
Cat 
Cow 
Tree 
Toilet 

     Ipad 
  

Verbs 
 

Study 
Write 
Watch 
Run 

Jump 
Swim 
Climb 
Work 

 

Adverbs 
 

Quickly 
Slowly 

Carefully 
Lazily 

Greedily 
Hastily 

 
 
 

Silly Words 
 

Blakkidy 
Wocku 
Flonk 

Fliddity 
Choomy 
Kapooda 
Froofroo 

Spugawug 
 

Adjectives 
ending in 

“est” 
 

Smartest 
Brightest 
Greenest 
Healthiest 
Cruelest 
Prettiest 

 

Adjectives 
 

Beautiful 
Cold 

Smart 
Difficult 

Interesting 
Bright 
Green 

Healthy 
  



Adjective – a word to describe somebody or 
something (e.g. funny, smart, green) 

Adjective ending in “est”  - a word to 
describe somebody or something ending in 
“est” (e.g. funniest, smartest, greenest) 

Noun – a person, place, or thing (e.g. dog, 
teacher, spoon) 

Adverb – tells how something is done and 
usually ends in “ly” (e.g. quickly, nicely)

Verb – an action word (e.g. jump, hit, skate)

Instructions for book assembly:
Keep this page intact as the front and back 
cover.  Fold it along the dotted line.  For all 
the remaining pages, cut along the dotted 
line, put the pages in order, insert pages into 
the cover and staple.

The 

2nd 
Book 

With 

No 

Pictures 

By: ____________ 



Here is how books 
work: 

Everything the words 
say, the person reading 
the book has to say. 

Ready…? Are you 
sure…? 

So even if the words 
say… 

____________________ 

Wait – what?  That doesn’t 
even make sense! 

_____________________ 
(silly word) 

Huh?  I really have to read 
all this? 

1 

(silly word) 

2 



I am a ______________ 

that taught myself to ________. 

Hey! I’m not  
a ________! 

And now I am reading you 

this book with my 

___________  mouth in 

my ___________voice. 

That’s not true…I am not a 
__________! 

3 4 

(noun) 

(same noun) 

(same noun) 

(same noun) 

(same noun) 

   (verb)



And my head is made of 
__________   _________. 

Wait a second— 
Is this whole book a trick? 
Can I stop reading, 
please? 

No?!! 

And now it’s time for me 

to _______ sing you my

favorite song! 

___________ 
 __________ 

   __________ 

my face is a ________... 

I eat ________ for breakfast 

right off the ___________! 

What?!  

(fruit flavor)  (plural noun) 

(same silly word 3xs) 

(noun) 

(plural nouns) 

(noun) 

5 6 

(adverb)



My only friend in the 
whole wide world is a 
________  named 

________    __________ 

___________ 

and also, the kid I’m 

reading this book to is 

the __________ kid ever 

in the history of the entire 

world! Oh no oh no here it comes… 
7 8 

(noun) 

(silly word 2xs)

(body part) 

(adjective ending in “est”) 

And this kid is the ______      

kid too, because this kid 

chose this book even though 

it had no pictures because 

kids know this is the book 

that makes grown-ups have 

to say silly things and make 

silly sounds like… 

(adjective ending in "est")



(cover this page in silly words!) 

Oh my goodness.  Please don’t ever make 

me read this book again!  It is so 

_________!  In fact, it is completely and 

utterly ______________! 

Please please please please please choose a 

book with pictures.  Because this is just too 

______________ to read. 

The End. 

_________. 

I didn’t want to say that. 

9 10 

(adjective) 

(adjective) 

(adjective) 

(silly word) 



T hank  Y ou!    
I hope you enjoy using this lesson with your students!  I am 
developing more reading and writing lesson companions.  
Check out Mrs. Hanley’s Helpers on TPT and if you like 
what you see, follow me!   

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ C redits_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  
 


	lesson plan
	Slide Number 1

	word sort
	prediction sheet
	Slide Number 1

	word bank
	Slide Number 1

	the book with no pictures
	Slide Number 1
	Slide Number 2
	Slide Number 3
	Slide Number 4
	Slide Number 5
	Slide Number 6

	cover.pdf
	Slide Number 1

	credit page.pdf
	Thank You!  




